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Don’t forget, now you can become a friend to NYSRA on Facebook! Have you?
Thanks to all who contributed their time and expertise to our issue this month!
Inside: NYSRA & Legislative News by Sandi Kurbiel; NYSED News by Kristen Driskill; &
Literacy News/Links of Interest by Sandi Kurbiel

NYSRA and Legislative News
2019 NYSRA Literacy Conference
It’s here!!
Please join us for the 52nd Annual New York State Reading Association Literacy
Conference, Empowering Striving Readers, from November 14- 16. Please read more
about the conference below, including an invitation to attend from the conference
coordinators, Thea Yurkewecz and Elizabeth Yanoff, highlights from the conference,
and a registration form. Please click on the link below for more information:
https://www.nysraconference2019.org/

Dear Literacy Leaders,
It is our pleasure to invite you and your colleagues to attend the New York State Reading
Association Conference, November 14-16, 2019 in Albany, New York.
https://www.nysraconference2019.org/

The theme for NYSRA Conference 2019 is Empowering Striving Readers. We have an
incredible list of inspiring speakers! Current presenters include: Jennifer Serravallo, Stephanie
Harvey, Troy Hicks, Laura Robb, Donna Scanlon, Charles R. Smith, Jr., Janet Wong, Sylvia
Vardell, Jeffrey Wilhelm, Jim Wright, NYSED leaders, and many more! The conference kicks
off Thursday evening with presentations all day Friday and ending Saturday afternoon.
This conference provides excellent professional development opportunities for all K-12
educators including teachers, administrators, literacy specialists, teacher leaders, coaches, library
media specialists, and special educators. You can expand your professional learning community
through knowledgeable featured speakers, workshops and connecting with other dedicated
professionals. CTLE credit is available.
Remember that if you are a member of NYSRA, you will get a discount on the price of
the conference. Also, if you have 3-9 educators going to the conference from your school district,
there are special rates. Looking to send 10 teachers or more from your district? There are even
more savings! See the registration form for this information.

For more information and a complete list of presenters, please contact us or visit our
website for updates: https://www.nysraconference2019.org/

We look forward to seeing you and your colleagues in Albany, NY this November 2019!

Thea Yurkewecz, Ph.D.
President of the NYS Reading Association
Conference
Co-Coordinator of the NYSRA 2019 Conference

Elizabeth Yanoff, Ph.D.
Co-Coordinator of the NYSRA 2019

Nominations Committee
by Sharon Kelly
As past president, I am the chair of the Nominating Committee. I have asked all
regional directors to help me find a Nominating Committee which is composed of one
representative from each council. So, if you haven’t had a chance to volunteer, contact
your regional director. She will contact me with your name. All meetings will be online,
so there will be no traveling.
Our charge for the Nominating Committee is to find a vice president and any other
offices that are vacant. So, if you know anyone that would be interested in being vice
president, which is a 4-year commitment, please contact me at sharteach17@gmail.com.
Vice president moves up to president-elect, then president, and then past president. Thea
and I have made it a lot more streamlined by having a monthly “to-do list” for all of these
positions. It is easy to follow, and there is always someone to help guide you if you have a
question or concern.
So, make the Nominating Committee’s job easier, and nominate a fellow NYSRA
person, or ask for an application for yourself if you are interested in the position. The
biggest thing is that they need to be active in NYSRA, not just their local council.
Following, I will share the guidelines for vice president.
NYSRA Vice President Responsibilities:
•

In absence of president-elect or president, preside at all meetings

•

Assist president with any delegated duties, Chair or serve on committees, prepare
reports, and other

•

Review council bylaws, motions, budget reports, and meeting minutes

•

Assist in program development, conference planning, budget planning, and fiscal
responsibilities

•

Review the NYSRA Awards Packet and make the necessary changes. Promote and
award the grants, scholarship, and awards.

•

Assist president and president-elect in a review of the council’s performance in
achieving its mission and meeting its goals, ongoing monitoring, and formal
report to its members at least annually

•

Attend all meetings to learn about council operations to better prepare yourself
for the upcoming office of president

•

With the help of the Executive Committee name a conference chair(s)

•

Participate in Board orientation/ NYSRA Leadership

•

Maintain membership to ILA and NYSRA throughout term of office

•

Put together the ILA Award of Excellence

•

Assist on the Program Committee to plan a timely professional development for
each Assembly of Delegates meeting

•

And other duties, as requested by the president

Advocacy Report, November 2019 BOD
Submitted by Barbara Vokatis, Ph.D.
NYSRA Advocacy Chair
News from New York State:
New York State High School Graduation Measures
Earlier this month, the Board of Regents continued its discussion about New York State
high school graduation measures to restate what it means to obtain a diploma in New
York State.
There will be three phases of the graduation measures review:
Phase I: Information Gathering (November 2019 - February 2020)
•
•
•

Regional workgroups
Regional stakeholder feedback on guiding questions
Review of research and practices in other states

Phase II: Blue Ribbon Commission (March 2020 - Spring 2021)
•

Blue Ribbon Commission will meet to develop recommendations.

Phase III: Regents Discussion (Fall 2021)
•

Board of Regents presentation and policy discussion will take place.

The Graduation Measures web page provides information about this review process.
Please use the following link to subscribe for updates.
Senate Hearing on Broadband Access
On September 17, the New York State Senate held a public hearing on broadband access
in NYS. During this hearing, NYSSBA (NYS School Boards Association) provided
testimony on the importance of improved broadband access, especially in underserved
rural areas. More and more schools nationwide assign homework that requires higher
speed connection, or communicate through Google Classroom and email. Many schools
are also implementing 1:1 technology programs that allow each student to use a device
such as a Chromebook and access information, including textbooks, on the Internet.
NYSSBA's testimony can be here: NYSSBA Rural Broadband Access Testimony.
Changes in Literacy Coursework in Teacher Preparation programs
The item did not come before the Regents this month (no reason given).
News from Federal Policy
In her efforts focused on a proposed $5 billion annual "Education Freedom Scholarship"
program, Betsy DeVos replaces the term "school choice" with "education freedom" to
draw attention away from associating “school choice” with picking one school building
over another building.

New York State Education News
by Kristen Driskill
NYSED Contributing Editor

Continued Discussion on Graduation Measures
The Board of Regents is continuing discussion about New York State graduation
measures. The purpose of the discussions is to reaffirm what it means to obtain a diploma
in New York State, as well as what the diploma should signify to ensure educational
excellence and equity for all students.
The graduation measures review is rolling out in three stages:
● Phase 1: Information Gathering (Nov 2019 - Feb 2020)
● Phase 2: Blue Ribbon Commission (March 2020 - Spring 2021)
● Phase 3: Board of Regents Presentation and Policy Discussion (Fall 2021)
Click here for the graduation measures website, which provides information about the
review process and a link to subscribe to updates.

NYS 2019 Student Research Award Winners
The New York State Archives and the Archives Partnership Trust announced the winners
of the 2019 Student Research Awards. This is an annual program where students in grades
4-12 compete across the state in order to be recognized for excellence in research. The
award also encourages students to explore the wealth of historical records held in cultural
institutions and records repositories across the state.
Click here for the press release, which includes the names of all winners.

Literacy News and Links of Interest
by Sandi Kurbiel
ReAD Editor

Literacy Ideas for November
Find a calendar of important literacy dates in November, and click on any of them to
find interesting lesson plan ideas! (Maybe a class celebration of Where the Sidewalk
Ends poetry on November 20, perhaps?)
Thanksgiving Literacy Ideas
Find literally 1000s of lesson plans and other modern literacy ideas for Thanksgiving!
Promoting Independent Reading in Schools
Here are 25 ways schools can promote independent reading by students. Many of them
you may already know, but you might discover a few interesting new ones!
Jumpstart’s “Read for the Record”
“On November 7, 2019, children and adults will gather to learn, laugh, and read this
year's campaign book, Thank You, Omu! written and illustrated by Oge Mora, as part of
the world’s largest shared reading experience.” (Reading Rockets.org). Will you join
them?

